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GOOD AND BAD GOVERNMENT
L   CRITERIA OF GOVERNMENT

If the State is regarded as only a mechanism we
cannot distinguish its action qualitatively as good
or bad; these moral terms are not applicable to a
mere machine, but if it is regarded as a mechanism
which is controlled and directed for a definite pur-
pose, its action falls within the moral sphere and is
to be judged like other departments of human con-
duct; but it is difficult to find a criterion by which
the action of the State can be properly judged.
j It seems obvious at first sight that we can fall
back on Utilitarianism, and say that that is
good which has results which are favourable to the
greatest number and appreciated by them. This is
apparently, at all events, a method of gauging good
and bad government which seems appropriate to
democracy; but after all, society is so complex that
this mode of judging governments can hardly be
applied. The welfare of Humanity in an unknown
future is a matter of expectation that varies with
temperament. In order to discuss with any pre-
cision the elements and proportions that will com-
pose it, we must have in view a mass of individual